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The generation and impact of practical knowledge of
mathematics teacher recruitment interviewers:a case
study of an expert teacher in China

TEH JERImERE

#ZE . Teachers® practical knowledge has become a specialized field in international
educational research, encompassing teachers' personal values and beliefs about various
aspects such as subjects, themselves, and teaching. Specifically, in the field of
mathematics, teachers' perceptions of how to select future mathematics teachers are also
part of their practical knowledge. Adopting a life story approach, this paper reports the case
of a mathematics teacher who has unique personal knowledge about mathematics teacher
recruitment. The guiding ideology behind his formulation of recruitment criteria is his
understanding of the qualities that a qualified or ideal mathematics teacher should
possess. The paper focus on the generation and impact of his personal practical knowledge
about competency of mathematics teachers. These findings indicate that his educational
background, teaching experience, and significant others in his work have collectively
shaped his practical knowledge of the professional competencies required for mathematics
teachers. The written and interview exams for mathematics teacher recruitment that he

designed and led are manifestations of this practical knowledge. In his view, a mathematics
teacher who can ‘stand firmly’ , and cultivate students' higher-order thinking skills must
possess excellent thinking abilities, including quickness, flexibility, and depth of thought,
as well as first-rate learning abilities. The assessment content he designed is aimed at
evaluating these two aspects of abilities. Finally, through this case study, we propose that
the professional standards for mathematics teachers should be re-examined, and the

selection methods for future teachers should be further explored.
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